196     MY LADY OF ORANGE

" Henn Vermeil, have you anything to
say ? " Sonoy said sharply. Vermeil stood
silent, with the eyes of us all fixed on him.

Caspar laughed.

Then Sonoy turned to me

" John Newstead, you have been near
suffering a great injustice You have al-
ready borne much, and you have shown
yourself a gallant gentleman and a true
servant of the Prince in spite of all We
owe you much, sir, and your bearing under
this charge has not lessened the debt. So
far well" I turned half-confused, and saw
Gabnelle's eyes dancing with joy, and a
smile hovering round her Izps Sonoy did
not look at her He shifted his chair with
a grating noise, and:

" Henn Vermeil/' he cried, " you have
been found guilty of treason against the
Prince of Orange, and your own captain,
and the town of Breuthe. You shall be
hanged by the neck, cut down while'you are

still alive------"   Pah! you will not wish

to hear that tale told in full; but Sonojf
rolled it out with unction. Still Vermeil
stood silent. Gabrielle's eyes were big